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George Lardner , 4/23/70 

Newsroom 

¥aahingtoii Post 

1150 15 St., NW 

Vaah.,I).C. 20005 

Dear ^eorgs. 

Tour roTlew of Legend Is witty, perceptive, fair and as you lamented, too short - 
long as It is for a review la the Post, 

Tour xeferenoes to the SpstelDf-Noeenko meeting Interest me much. As l^m sure you 
leallas fxw the copy of the Briggs affidavit it does bear on the CIA!Ie representations 
to the court and thus becomes relevant In the quaal*reffidnd of the appeals court. 

Am a leng-time obeerver of Bpetelnkexy I believe hie aocount of the Kosenko 
meeting would have had him running off at the mouth* 

Vhat ni^t have held no xiews interest could be valuable in court. If you can tall 
me any more about what Bpeteinker told you Vd appreciate it. (la eluding his adtrees 
so Jim can subpoena and depose him.) 

¥orklAg in the qootee frm Coll^ wasaagsssitlldaa.iit suggeete what I regard as 
very Important if there is to be any understanding of what has happened to the various 
intelUgenoe agendas (going back to World ¥ar II) and vhat this. In turn means end has 
meant to the country. In ay view the siok iagletonians, domalnated by fear and hatred, 
have turned the world around and have made fear tho dooliiant emotion of great and power* 
ful nations, ^ot Just os if ny greatest concern Is about us. 

It frightens even the ribbon mechanism of ay typewrltor! 

I presume that with your review In and printed hour interests will not Include 
this. However, if you do later care to look into this more I will continue to aocumuf^ 
late vhat ^ receive. Recently It inoludea an Spetein piece in April Psychology Today, 
also dek in its studied and peeudo-eoholarship of tunnol-vidoD **sdence'*t and a 
ayndicated vexelon of a Chicago un«^imee Intezviev with Epstein. 

That the sppoheries can con tln&8^%Waot control Vfhat people may know and thus 
think or believe doee worry me. *hls ie an ozample of it. My initial view, that the 
book la indistinguishable from a black book, la not changed. 

Ipetein*s account in Psychology today opens with the atatomunt that Headers Digost 
approached him in 1976 to do a book on the JJK sBsasBinatioaa. ^axe two things* he did 
net evolve a book on the JFK sseaesinat^on and for an Initial approaoh in 1976 getting 
to where he could lnt«rview Kosenko in arch of 1976 and be prepared for that Inteiv 
view is a»vlng very fast, partioularly for an Bpetein, who does not regard work with 
Joy. If they approached him on January 1 and he interviewed Kosenko on March 31 this 
was still prstty fast. Inlouding for the word to get around that he was doin^ such a book. 

One of the queetionB this ndsee is was sending Noamoko te faini an effort to change 
his book or Influenoe it? (You referred to a publisher's blurb. If that is not from the 
Publishers Weekly page I eont you I*d appreciate a copy of it because of the claims of 
exolusivity under FOIA whan ny onmet requeete preoeeded any of his.) Could Kosenko 
have converted the book from an updating of the JFK aaoassination, what S. says KD wanted? 
Aeauming what it ie not safe to assume, that B aocurately represents what BD proposed. In 
this I do mean to include a CIA Interest in having a widely-distributed book convey the 
idea that LHO was of no interest to the CIA, which had no connection with him. This does 
appear ti> have been an idea that could have emerged in the context of what was going on 
in the field toward the end of 1975 cmly part of whl<A la the move to establish the 
House assassins oommittee. 
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Qaa of the dangers Z eee only too often in the redoxda ^ obtain is that the apooker- 
lee are able to influence what can bak known and beliered. I regard this as mre *Vinn 
Juat wrong - as subversive. 

There is a leally paranoldal "analysis” done by a KGB defeetor for the CIA xl^t 
after the assassination, '^t is hopelessly sick but the CIA gave it to the Bock»> 
feller Cocnglssiont idiere it was influential with the ;]unlor-grade Anglst(», Belin, w)« 
was already of that Nixonian preoonoeptlon. Then the CIA fetched Raymond Rocca from 
fo3roed retirement to do an analysis for Belin. 1d4 it he sou^t to revitalise all that 
hat been proven to be utterly wroaag, like the Alvareda Ugsrte fabrications. 

Z d have tibuble locating this bscauss Z took it from the files for another purpose 
sevaral years ago but I'll ask Hooh if he can give me the oitation or a copy in the 
event you or another reporter may want either or both. Nhat Spetein has done is an 
extension of this in which he is aggressive^ with all the wealth of Beadsrs Digest 
behind him. (He does day they offered him unlimited financing.) 

Ton and the Poet have had no reoent Interest in the House assassins « which I 
regret. Had you or any othar sajer paper reported what waa reportable at the time 
nnewBl waa up I bslisve it would not hsve heoi renewed. I am as opposed to ml8ln> 
fezmstion and odsconduot from odoe side as 1 am from the ether. 

Their Ray adventures of the past wade are not over and are newsworthy. These 
adventures included overt threats against at least two and the violation of their own 
rules with regard to oounsel. They had Travis Huokley. if Hlasiaaippi. who had been 
J.B.8toner's Itwyer, represent Carol Pepper. And tfien when the w;wit^ to aalc hor about 
tho family' a relationship with Htooer. they either aou^t to put Buc^ey out of the 
room or they did. leaving her without counsel, ^ttle good aa Huoidey waa. Carol is 
a Very nervous woman, ^r racolleotion ia not certain but she thinks they threatened 
her with a porjuiy charge whep aha responded other than they wanted. Jin vras present 
whan FlthLan threatened John Sy with revocation of his parole. When Jim sought to 
oorreot a fabrication intended to show a Ray famUy-Stoner rolatlonahlp prior to the 
extradition ha was addressed in what might bo taken as a threatening manner. 

They recalled Carol for early iiay. I'll bo hearing from her before then. Based on 
the Buckley precedent I expect Jjcr to ask •*im to rcpiroaent her. Site had done this pr^r 
to her appearance when the St. ouls ACUJ said it would not. But under the committee s 
rules ^In could not rep. hor and John both so ho was with fohn only. 

Harlior, through Jlmay, ^no had Igd the fsaH'j fo believe that he would represent 
then all. Jsny told mo this long ago, Carol this pact week. So if they had means and 
if they kne.- lawyers (other than 3toner'*and a fov Hire h-f k .<mri Jim) they still had no 
tine. 



As thin developn there may be an interesting situation with regard to bane. In thla 
conueutlon you nij^t want to read the lunr orap ha added to his paperback. Xt was to 
promote this that be contrived the Jerry situation before the committee and It was 
for such a promotion, in Atlanta, that he promptly abandoned Jerry once ho had oaused 
his stink. 

Host of the Rays are in varying degree racist. They are also by our concepts a hit 
etrengo, as we'd find this to be true of Ersklne Caldwsll characters. But they are in» 
Capable of having pulled the %ng Job, any cLLonu or all in combination, and I'm sure 
there was no contact with i»toner until Jiaiay began to realize what the Huie^Janea combo 
ana deal was doing to him. Jim and I renoued xeroxes of what Jimsy did not have copies 
of from tho BA's basement. The comullse la^iter got some and it is one of these that Jim 
caught thau misdated where the paper punch had eliminated most of the nv\n irw, 

Excuse the h ste and typos. I'm late with ay earlt morning exercises and the day's 
work follows, ‘^'uanwhlle, be prepared for tho charge that your review was inspirred by 
the CIA beccuise of its Angleton slant. Sincerely, 



